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‘Investing in women is not a favour but an imperative,
says Dr. Kituyi, Secretary General UNCTAD

By A Business Reporter

“ Il is 100 late to justify

womens empowerment,

No effort will be worth it
unless and until it has measurable
targets, At a time when the world is
working towards inclusive prosper-
ity, an ideal priority area is the
awareness that more than 50% of
the investment in the nation's
progress and development has to go
in the direction of women,” said Dr.
Mukhisa Kituyi, Secretary General
of the United Nations Commission
of Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD), Geneva at the 6th edition of
the Global Economic Summit on
Women'’s Empowerment Entrepre-
neurship, Innovation & Capacity
Building organised by World Trade
Center (WTC) Mumbai and All
India Association of Industries
(AIAD in Mumbai yesterday.

The Summit was inaugurated by
Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, Secretary Gen-
eral of the United Nations Commis-
sion of Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), Geneva, Switzerland in
the presence of dignitaries and ex-
perts including Dorothy Ng'ambi
Tembo, Deputy Executive Director,
International Trade Centre;
Michaela Marksovd, Minister of
Labour and Social Affairs, Czech Re-
public; Nora K. Terrado, Undersec-
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Capt. Somesh Batra, Vice Chairman, WTC, Yonov Frederi
Republic; Kamal M. Morarka, Chairman, WTC Mumbai, Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, Secretary General of the United Nations C

b
S PLLY .

Al India iation of

Kalantri, P

and Vice Ch WIC M

ick Agah, Deputy Director-General, World Trade Orga

3, Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, Czech

of Trade and

Trupti Awkar;%:
v

Terrado, Undersecretary, Department of Trade and Industry, Philippines, and Ruby Dhalla, Canadian Politician.

retary, Department of Trade and In-
dustry, Philippines; Ruby Dhalla,
Canadian Politician; and Yonov
Frederick Agah, Deputy Director-
General, World Trade Organization.

Delivering the welcome address,
Morarka described the efforts of
WTC Mumbai towards women's
empowerment particularly in edu-
cation, trade and economic activi-
ties. “Educated women in India are
involved in the business world not
as the daughters, wives or partners
of men, but as entrepreneurs on
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their own right,” he said.

"It is imperative to work towards
improving the quality of skills of
women... There has to be a
roadmap for women to move from
a floor level worker to corporate
management. Among the areas
where women have seen wide ac-
ceptability is the fields of informa-
tion communication and
technology (ICT), There should be
targeted policies to address specific
concerns of women," Kituyi said.

SheTrades was launched at the
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Summit in India by Deputy Execu-
tive Director Tembo, ITC, Tembo
stated that gender equality will help
in the economic empowerment of
women. Speaking of the work un-
dertaken by the International Trade
Centre, Tembo drew attention to
the SheTrades initiative which aims
to connect one million women en-
trepreneurs on a global scale by
2020. The event also witnessed the
launch of the SheTrades i
India, where WTC Mumbai and AIAI
will act as verifiers to help in pro-

(UNCTAD), Geneva, Vijay

bai, Dorothy Ng'ambi Tembo, Deputy Executive Director, International Trade Centre; Nora K,

viding a global platform for the
Indian women entrepreneurs
globally,

Earlier, Secretary General Dr.Ki-
tuyi and Kamal M. Morarka, Chair-
man, World Trade Centre Mumbai,
also threw open the exhibition
which will run alongside the
GES2017 Conference, and showcase
the participation of women repre-
senting a wide range of businesses.
The Summit will also honour
women achievers across various
walks of life.
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International trade 1s a game
changer for a woman entrepreneur,
says Selima Ahma

By A Business Reporter

ay 2 of the Global Economic
Summit on Women’s Empow-

erment, the flagship event of World
Trade Centre Mumbai (WTC
Mumbai) and All India Association
of Industries (AlAl), witmessed
tremendous  participation by
women from around the world.
Vijay Kalantri, President, AIAl and
Vice Chairman, WTC Mumbai, de-
livered the welcome note and
spoke of the importance of em-
powering women and creating an
environment beneficial to women
entrepreneurs, The first session in-
volved a discussion on Lead-
ership and Women's Foray
into the Business Domain,
Yonov Fredrick Agah, Deputy  \
Director-General, World
Trade Organization (WTO),
Geneva, categorically stated
that governments need to
frame trade policies to in-
clude the cause of furthering
womens  empowerment. |
Global trade can lift millions
of women from poverty from
around the world by making them
stakeholders in the process.

The thoughts were seconded by
a panel made of: Brigit M. Liodden,
Nor Shipping Director & Norway
Trade Fairs; Damchae Dem,
Founder & CEO, Bhutan Associa-
tion of Women Entrepreneurs; Dr.
Saundarya Rajesh, Founder-Presi-
dent, AVTAR I-WIN; Lakmini Wije-
sundera, Co-founder & CEO,
IronOre Technologies, Sri Lanka;
Tejal Gandhi, Founder & CEO,
Money Matters; Selima Ahmad,
President & Founder, Bangladesh
Women Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (BWCCI): Mitu Samar,
Founder, Eminence; and Deepika
R. Rajnoor, Founder & Lead Con-
sultant, Image Mantra.

Liodden of Norway spoke of her

A

journey on becoming the first fe-
male leader in the shipping indus-
try and called for the need for
visible role models for women
around the world. Her work seeks
to progress women in the mar-
itime industry. Dem of Bhutan, re-
counted her journey as an
entrepreneur making potato
wafers to becoming the leader of
an organization processing and
suppling 200,000 metric tons of
iron ore across Bhutan to various
industries.

Dr. Saundarya directed the spot-
light to Digital Fluency and the
need for women to network, up-
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skill and ensure that their work

speaks for them, Her organization
has facilitated the re-entry of
15,000 women post a career break.
Ahmad of Bangladesh also noted
that it is necessary for women to
assert their independence and that
international trade is a tool that fa-
cilitates women’s empowerment, if
one is willing to look out of their
safety zones.

Image consultant, Deepika R.
Rajnoor stressed on the impor-
tance of projecting power and suc-
cess to being a successful
entrepreneur. She discussed the
importance of values and how it
makes the difference in establish-
ing oneself. Samar noted that
women in the boardroom bring di-
versity and a different perspective
on doing business,
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